
sents that the membranous productions adhere closely to the round
ligament, and that they are met with in women of all ages. Mr.
Lawrence says it has not been ascertained that these diverticula be-
come closed ; nor have we reason to suppose that their presence
favors the occurrence of ruptures.
It is hard to sec how such a diverticulum as this, a full inch in

diameter, and admitting easily the finger through both rings, could
have failed to be accompanied by some portion of intestine. Nor
is it easy to imagine how the uterus, thus tilted over, could have
risen in pregnancy, unless the diverticulum was inverted in its as-
cent. The case is presented on account of its comparative rarity.

A CASE OF COMPOUND FRACTURE.
¡Communicated For the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Camp neah Bhandy Station, Va., Feb. 17th, 18G4.
October 12th, about midnight, we were retreating across the Eappa-
hannock, before Lee's Army. Corp. W., oí* Battery M, 5th U. S.
Light Artillery, riding on the trail of a gun, had his left leg crushed
between a stump and the trail. Half an hour afterwards I was
called to sec him, and found the following conditions present :—a
compound, comminuted fracture of both tibia and fibula, commenc-
ing an inch above the ankle-joint, and extending upwards nearly
three inches ; the tibia protruded from the wound, and at least an
inch of it was missing. There was great laceration of the soft
parts, and the external wound was about an inch and a half in dia-
meter. The anterior tibial artery, though exposed, escaped serious
injury, as did other large vessels and nerves, which, considering the
extensive injury of bone and muscle, was remarkable.
The case seemed to demand amputation ; but as we halted but a

short time, a rough fracture box was made, in which the leg was
carefully placed, and the man put into an ambulance with an attend-
ant beside him. He was ordered to have cold water dressings ap-
plied every fifteen minutes, day and night.
We resumed our march as soon as these arrangements were made,

and moved till 11 o'clock the next night. During this time the pa-
tient took one grain of sulphate of morphia, in four doses. At day-
light we marched on Ccntrevillc, reaching there at 2 in the aftor-
noon. Patient took sulphate of morphia, gr. iss., during the twenty-
four hours, and slept about six hours. Next day, at daybreak, wo
started for Chantilly, and passed over three miles of the most rocky
road I ever saw ambulances travel on ; in the afternoon we rested.
Patient took sulphate of morphia, gr. ij., during the twenty-four
hours. Next day sent patient to Fairfax Station, where he took cars,
and arrived atWashington before night. The water dressings were
continued from the time I first saw him, till he arrived in Washing-
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ton, by an attendant detailed for the purpose. No amputation was
performed ; the case did well from the first, and the man will reco-
ver with about two inches shortening. Patient did not appear like
a strong, healthy man, but possessed wonderful cheerfulness and en-
durance. Joseph W. Clift,

Act. Asst. Surgeon, U.S.A., Artillery Brigade, 6th Corps.

A NEW METHOD OF TREATING DISEASE BY CONTROLLING THE
CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD IN DIFFERENT

PARTS OF THE BODY.

By John Chapman, M.D., M.R.C.P.
It has long been known that the sympathetic nerve, called by Bichat
the nervous system of organic life, presides OA-er those processes by
which the body is developed and sustained. It stimulates and con-
trols the action of the heart, alimentary canal, gonito-urinary organs',
and all those processes of growth, repair, and removal of effete ma-
terials on Avhich the continuous vitality and health of the animal
organism depend. During recent years, important additions to our
knowledge of the functions of the sympathetic nerve have been made,
chiefly by Prof. Claude Bernard and Dr. Brown-Séquard, especially
with reference to its power of controlling the action of bloodvessels,
or what have been termed its vaso-motor functions. But as the
sympathetic and cercbro-spinal nervous systems are intimately rela-
ted, and, indeed, in some parts, inextricably and indistinguishably
blended, both in structure and function, the nervous influence, whether
healthy or not, which is exerted over the several organs of the body,
is two-fold ; hence, when that influence becomes abnormal, cither in
kind or degree, the most potent method of restoring it to its healthy
condition Avould be by a dual action at once on the sympathetic and
ccrebro-spinal nervous systems. The physician who acquires the
power of directly controlling these great controllers of the organic
functions would immediately obtain the mastery o\rcr a largo number
of diseases. I scarcely dare Avrite the words, " I have done this "—
so momentous are they if true ; and yet I believe I have.
I have discovered that a controlling power over the circulation of

the blood in the brain, in the spinal cord, in the ganglia of the sym-
pathetic nervous system, and, through the agency of these nervous

centres, also in every other organ of the body, can be exercised by
means of cold and heat applied to different parts of the back. In
this manner the reflex excitability, or excito-motor power of the spi-
nal cord, and the contractile force of the arteries in all parts of the
body can be immediately modified.
In order to lessen the excito-motor power of the spinal cord onby,

I apply ice in an India-rubber bag about two inches Avide along that
part of the spinal column containing the part of the cord on Avhich I
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